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Art for Animals: Share Your Vision
of Compassion
NAVS’ Art for Animals contest is an opportunity for artists of all skills and ages
to create images that inspire others to extend compassion, respect and justice
to all animals. This year marks our 31st annual competition, and we’re once
again looking for fresh perspectives to illustrate NAVS’ mission of ending the
exploitation of animals used in science.
In particular, artists are encouraged to draw their inspiration from one of the
three areas of special focus for NAVS this year—non-human primates in
research, dogs in research and classroom dissection—as outlined in “The Path
to Progress,” starting on page 12 of this issue of Animal Action.
Cash prizes will be given to First, Second and Third Place winners, one Youth
(age 12 and under) winner, and one Best in Show winner. This year, we’re also
introducing a special Fans’ Choice Award that will be chosen by our friends and
followers on social media.
Submissions may be digitally-created artwork or digital reproductions of original
paintings, illustrations or photographs. Entries should be submitted via email to
art@navs.org. Physical artwork cannot be accepted.
The deadline for submissions is Friday, July 31, 2020. For complete guidelines
and to see galleries of previous winners, visit www.navs.org/art.
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NAVS’ Manager of Community Relations and Digital
Marketing Jon Widell and Director of Legal/Legislative
Programs Marcia Kramer met with biology teachers
from across the country in November.

NAVS Meets with
Educators at NABT
Conference
In November, NAVS attended the National Association of Biology Teachers’ (NABT) annual Professional Development
Conference in Chicago. The NABT is an influential organization for teachers in all grades who are teaching the life sciences. Our
presence at the conference was no coincidence: Last summer, the NABT updated its position statement on dissection in such a way
as to reinforce its view that dissection should remain the primary method of teaching biological systems to students.
NAVS exhibited at a booth showcasing the use of non-animal alternatives to classroom dissection. Director of Legal and Legislative
Programs Marcia Kramer notes that “it was heartening to talk to so many teachers who no longer rely on animals for dissection,
despite the NABT’s position that dissection of once-live animals is superior to innovative alternatives.”
The NAVS team also presented a poster at the conference, outlining the results of teacher surveys in states with laws or policies
giving students the right to choose an alternative to dissection. These results showed that more than half the teachers in those
states did not know if their school had a student choice policy. As a result, a majority of students in these states’ schools are not
even being told that they can ask for an alternative.
To learn more about our next steps on the dissection front, read “The Plan for Progress” starting on page 12 of this issue of
Animal Action.

A Victory for Animals—and Animal Advocates:
APHIS Restores Online Animal Use Records
On December 20, 2019, the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2020 (HR 3164) was signed into law. One provision in the massive
spending package was a directive to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) to
restore Animal Welfare Act (AWA) records to its online searchable database, the Animal Care Public Search Tool.
For the past three years, NAVS has been a vocal proponent for replacing these records—and thousands of NAVS supporters like
you took action through the NAVS Advocacy Center in support of restoring the searchability to APHIS records. And thanks to
you and animal advocates around the country, it’s happening.
In a report released by APHIS on February 18 of this year, the agency announced that it will “restore on its website the searchable
database and its contents that were available on January 30, 2017, and all content generated since that date,” as required by the
recently passed law. APHIS was given 60 days to post unredacted records. That means that by the time you read this issue of
Animal Action, all of APHIS’ online animal use data should have been restored.
Public pressure by animal advocates like you led the U.S. Congress to demand the restoration of this previously-deleted APHIS
animal use data. We hope you will take a moment to celebrate this success with NAVS.
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JOOST BRINKS / Leiden University Medical Center, The Netherlands
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“The role of corticosteroids in the pathogenesis of central serous
chorioretinopathy”
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NICHOLAS BROOKHOUSER / Arizona State University
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“Engineering human induced pluripotent stem cells (hiPSCs) as a means to
replace animal models for investigating the contribution of the ApoE risk
allele to onset and progression of Alzheimer’s disease”

IP R
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ALI KESHAVARZ / Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center

PIE

“A micropattern-engraved two-compartment tissue-chip as a non-animal
model for studying right ventricular hypertrophy induced by pulmonary
arterial hypertension”

NT
S

SARAH STUART / University of Melbourne, Royal Melbourne Hospital, Australia

“Using brain tumor organoids to evaluate efficacy of novel inhibitors”

ALINE ZBINDEN / University of Tubingen, Germany

“Towards clinical studies on mature β-cell drug testing platform”
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NAVS, through the International Foundation for
Ethical Research (IFER), promotes innovative, humanrelevant research to further our mission by supporting
graduate students who are developing non-animal
alternatives that have the potential to replace animal use
in biomedical research, product testing and education.
Each year, Graduate Fellowships for Alternatives to the
Use of Animals in Science are offered to reward student
scholars whose graduate school scientific training is
directly addressing one of the most pressing challenges
facing the research community today: the need to
develop more human-relevant models.
Supporting the next generation of scientists who
recognize the importance of alternatives research and the
implications it has on animal welfare and the reduction
and replacement of animal use is an important way that
we advance science without harming animals.
As part of IFER’s 2019-20 grant cycle, five graduate
student fellowships were funded, which supported
two new projects and the renewal of three fellowships
previously awarded.
Among our new awardees is Aline Zbinden from the
University of Tubingen in Germany, who will be using
organ-on-a-chip technology to expedite diabetes-related
research. Individuals with diabetes have an impaired
ability to regulate their blood sugar levels because their
cells that produce insulin are either dysfunctional or
depleted. While several cell and animal models have
been developed over the years to advance diabetes
research, they have limitations, which Aline hopes to
overcome with a more sophisticated human-relevant
model.
“[Mouse] models fail when it comes to clinical
trials in humans,” Aline noted. “This is mainly due to
the complexity of the disease and the species-specific
mechanisms which are completely different between
a mouse and a human. Therefore, there is a need to
develop an in vitro platform with a human genetic
background and physiological relevance to study
beta cells in the context of diabetes and to test new
therapeutic candidates.”

I am very appreciative to have received funding
from the International Foundation for Ethical
Research and I’m looking forward to making
my contribution.

Sarah Stuart, a graduate student at the University
of Melbourne in Australia, will be using NAVS/IFER
funding to generate human-relevant models to study
glioblastoma brain tumors, which are known to be a
very aggressive type of cancer for which treatments are
desperately needed.
“Evaluation of [glioblastoma] therapeutics has
yielded disappointing outcomes partly due to
unsuitable and insufficient pre-clinical models that
do not predict clinical outcomes,” Sarah said. “These
include poorly planned or executed animal models
that do not mimic real treatment and are therefore not
useful in truly evaluating drug efficacy.”

The generous funding from the IFER scholarship
will go towards providing essential pre-clinical
assessment of agents that inhibit glioblastoma
progression without the use of traditional
animal model systems.
In collaboration with surgeons from Royal
Melbourne Hospital, Sarah will be establishing a large
glioblastoma organoid collection and will be using
those patient-derived cancer models to screen new
and FDA-approved drugs as potential treatments for
this condition. Sarah’s project will enable the study
of glioblastoma in a human-relevant way and has the
potential to reduce reliance on glioblastoma animal
models on a large scale, as the brain tumor organoids
generated from her project will be shared with national
and international collaborators.
NAVS is proud to be supporting the work of
researchers with an interest in developing innovative
alternatives to animal experiments who recognize
that better science will not just save animal lives, but
human lives as well.
Please visit www.navs.org/IFER to meet this year’s
fellowship recipients and learn more about how their
cutting-edge research has the potential to reduce and
replace animal use in science.

Aline will be generating functional insulin-producing
beta cells from induced pluripotent stem cells, maturing
them in vitro, and incorporating them into a pancreason-a-chip, to create a human-relevant platform for drug
testing, which will reduce reliance on animal models for
such studies.
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MAKING
IT
LEGAL

Considering Post-Research Adoption of
Dogs and Cats

2

Federal bills considered
Humane Retirement Act, HR 2850 (dogs and cats)
Animal Freedom from Testing, Experiments, and Research (AFTER)
Act of 2019, HR 2897/S 2322 (all animals)

3
Legislating an End to
Cosmetics Safety Testing
Using Animals

4

Federal cosmetics safety bills that would
prohibit animal testing
Humane Cosmetics Act, S 2886/HR 5141
Personal Care Products Safety Act, S 726
Safe Cosmetics and Personal Care Products
Act, HR 4296
Cosmetic Safety Enhancement Act, HR 5279

7

State bills under consideration in 2020
(HI, MA, MD, NJ, NY, VA, VT)
2 bills would ban testing on animals for
cosmetics safety (MA, VT)
5 states would ban the sale of animal-tested
cosmetics (HI, MD, NJ, NY, VA)

States with legislation requiring dogs and cats to be offered for
adoption after research (MA, MI, PA)

“There is no reason animals that are suitable for adoption or retirement
should be killed by our federal agencies. Our bipartisan legislation
continues to build on the successful policies at DOD, VA, and NIH while
directing other federal agencies to facilitate and encourage the retirement
of animals to help ensure they are placed in loving homes or sanctuaries
whenever possible.”
Senator Susan Collins, lead sponsor of S 2322, Press Release 7/30/19

USDA Transparency Restored
“The United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) is restoring certain Animal Welfare Act
records on its website. The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2020,
passed on December 20, 2019, included a provision that directs the
restoration of these records. Section 788 of the law requires the Agency to
“restore on its website the searchable database and its contents that were
available on January 30, 2017, and all content generated since that date”
Shareholder Information from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, Feb. 18, 2020.

“Over the past three years, animal welfare groups have filed several lawsuits
aimed at forcing the agency to restore the records. They also lobbied
Congress. In December, U.S. lawmakers passed a spending bill that ordered
the USDA to bring back the searchable database and use it to publish
various animal welfare records.”

3 of these states already have a ban
on using animals for cosmetics
safety testing
(NJ, NY, VA)

“The agency’s use of teachable moments* has risen, and citations have
dramatically declined, amid a Trump administration push to deregulate
industry. Critics, including animal protection groups and former USDA
animal welfare inspectors, say the approach puts animals at risk. The agency
says it allows inspectors to help animal owners fix problems more quickly.”

3 state bills died in committee
(HI, MD, VA)

USDA reposts animal welfare records it purged from its website in 2017, by Karin Brulliard,
Washington Post, Feb. 19, 2020
* NAVS Note: The USDA’s practice of encouraging inspectors to use a “teachable moment”
in the face of improper animal welfare procedures, has resulted in a steep reduction in the
number of Animal Welfare Act violations recorded and reported. The failure to issue citations
against researcher facilities engaging in inadequate animal welfare practices also means that
the requisite follow-up inspections on these issues are not taking place so that only the most
egregious violations come to light.
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SCIENCE INITIATIVES

By promoting innovative, human-relevant methodologies to replace
the use of animals in product testing, biomedical research and
education, NAVS is advancing smarter science that will provide
better answers to human health issues while ending the unnecessary
suffering of animals.
International Foundation for Ethical Research (IFER)
Since 1985, NAVS has underwritten IFER, supporting the
development, acceptance and implementation of innovative scientific
methodologies with a focus today on the awarding of Graduate
Student Fellowships. By funding early career researchers with an
interest in developing innovative alternatives to animal experiments,
NAVS and IFER hope to seed the scientific field with talented
individuals prepared to integrate scientific discovery with ethics and
respect for animals.
Science First
NAVS’ free weekly e-newsletter highlights current innovations in
science that can help reduce, refine and—ultimately—replace the use
of animals with smarter, more humane solutions. Science First is also
distributed via the NAVS website and social media.
Special Grant: Society for In Vitro Biology (SIVB)
In FY2019, NAVS provided a grant to SIVB in support of its
Student Initiative and In Vitro Animal Cell Sciences Activity at
their annual meeting.

STUDENT AND EDUCATOR OUTREACH

NAVS believes strongly that no student should be forced to harm
animals in pursuit of a science education. By encouraging students to
pursue innovative scientific endeavors that don’t harm animals, NAVS
is making a critical investment in the future of scientific research.
Biology Education Advancement Program (BioLEAP)
A comprehensive educational resource for students who do not wish
to take part in classroom dissections exercises, as well as for teachers
and administrators looking to incorporate dissection alternatives in
their schools, BioLEAP aids the integration of today’s technology into
science classrooms to make the life sciences more exciting as well as
more humane.
Intel International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF)
NAVS is the only animal advocacy group offering an award at a
national science fair, the NAVS Humane Science Award at Intel ISEF,
where high school students are rewarded for projects that advance
science without harming animals. In FY2019, the NAVS Humane
Science Award was offered for the 18th consecutive year to three
extraordinary students at the fair in Phoenix, AZ.

LEGAL/LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES

NAVS provides tools and timely information on pending legislation
and animal-related concerns, empowering advocates to easily spread
the word and take effective actions that extend greater compassion,
respect and justice for animals.
CHOICE Initiative
To ensure that no student is punished for standing up for their right
to a humane education, NAVS launched CHOICE: Compassionate
Humane Options in Classroom Education, a state-by-state effort to
encourage the introduction and passage of legislation giving students
the right to opt out of taking part in classroom dissection exercises.
Currently, 16 states and Washington, DC, have statewide laws or
policies in place, and in FY2019, student choice legislation was
introduced in Hawaii, Indiana and Maryland.
Adoption of Dogs and Cats from Research
Animals used for scientific purposes—especially dogs and cats—are
all too often regarded as disposable commodities, killed and discarded
when they’re no longer “needed.” NAVS worked with state legislators
all across the U.S. to spur the introduction of legislation making it
mandatory that adoptable companion animals be made available for
adoption. In FY2019, adoption legislation was introduced in 9 states—
IN, MA, MI, NJ, OR, PA, TX, VA, WA—and passed in Oregon
and Washington.
End the Use of Animals for Cosmetics Safety Testing
It has been recognized that the use of animals in safety testing for
cosmetics does not necessarily create safer products. There are many
safety tests that are scientifically superior and more reliable than those
that use animals. Moreover, alternative tests have been in use by the
cosmetics industry for more than a decade. NAVS has worked with
state legislators to encourage the passage of legislative to end testing
on animals for cosmetics safety, as well as to end the sale of animaltested cosmetics on the state and federal level. In FY2019, legislation
was introduced in 10 states—CT, HI, IL, MA, MD, NJ, NV, NY, VT
and VA—and passed in Illinois and Nevada.
Advocacy Center
Through our online Advocacy Center, NAVS drafts and submits
comments on state and federal legislation, proposed federal agency
rulemaking or corporate activities that impact animals. Many of these
letters are available through the advocacy center for advocates to send
on their own behalf directly to decision-makers. In FY2019, NAVS
advocates sent more than 52,000 advocacy emails.
Take Action Thursday
This free weekly e-newsletter summarizes important federal and
state initiatives affecting animals. Supporters are encouraged to “take
action” by contacting elected officials, policymakers and corporations
directly through NAVS’ Advocacy Center.
Animal Law Resource Center
The Animal Law Resource Center at www.AnimalLaw.com provides
information on relevant laws and legislation for all 50 states and the
federal government, along with model laws and case digests.
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International Institute for Animal Law (IIAL)
The IIAL receives an annual grant from NAVS to promote legal
scholarship and advocacy skills in the field of animal law.

GENERAL EDUCATION AND PUBLIC
AWARENESS PROGRAMS

As a respected and credible source of information and perspective,
NAVS increases awareness, changes attitudes and implements positive
solutions to end the exploitation of animals in society.
Animal Action
Published three times a year, NAVS’ Animal Action newsletter
provides a comprehensive overview of current issues regarding
vivisection—including progress and challenges in advancing humane
science and proposed and approved animal protection measures—as
well as achievements made possible by NAVS programs.
NAVS.org
The NAVS website (www.navs.org) is a valuable educational resource,
as well as a powerful tool for taking action in support of animalfriendly changes to laws and policies. The website includes an
interactive cruelty-free product search, opportunities to take action
for animals through our advocacy center, digital versions of NAVS
publications, and analysis of scientific issues and their impact on
animals in research.
Social Media
NAVS maintains a consistent presence on Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram, facilitating productive and engaging real-time
conversations with fellow animal advocates, and providing
opportunities for advocacy and engagement. Our weekly science blog,
Science First, is shared on LinkedIn, and all NAVS videos—including
first-person narratives by NAVS/IFER-funded scientists—are housed
on our YouTube page, and on the NAVS website.
Art for Animals
NAVS’ 30th annual art contest received a diverse collection of more
than 900 creative pieces of artwork from around the world. Winners
were announced on the NAVS website, on social media and in NAVS’
Animal Action.
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National Conferences
NAVS was active in a wide range of national conferences in
FY2019, including the Animal Rights National Conference in
Washington, DC, and the National Conference of State Legislators
in Los Angeles, CA. NAVS is proud to take part in these national
conversations that are helping to shape the future of animal
protection efforts in the United States.

SPECIAL INITIATIVES AND
COOPERATIVE EFFORTS

NAVS is committed to supporting a variety of special initiatives,
both within our organization and in cooperation with other animal
advocacy groups. These efforts help save animal lives today while
paving the way for long-term and positive change for animals.
NAVS Sanctuary Fund
Through the Sanctuary Fund, NAVS provides emergency financial
assistance to support animals retired from laboratories, as well as
those threatened by natural and human-made disasters, such as
hurricanes and flooding. In FY2019, under the direction of NAVS
Manager of Special Programs Kimberly Ayala, NAVS provided 32
grants totaling $100,000 to sanctuaries and shelters in 19 states.
Coalition for Consumer Information on Cosmetics
NAVS is a proud member of the Coalition for Consumer Information
on Cosmetics and its internationally-recognized Leaping Bunny
program, which provides assurances to consumers that no new
animal testing is used in any phase of product development by a
company, its laboratories or its suppliers. A searchable cruelty-free
product guide is available at www.navs.org/cruelty-free and as a
mobile app for iOS and Android.
Miscellaneous Grants
NAVS continues to support the efforts of like-minded organizations
whose work reflects the mission of NAVS. In FY2019, those
organizations included Faunalytics, the North American Primate
Sanctuary Alliance (NAPSA), and the Chicagoland Rescue
Intervention and Support Program (CRISP).
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ALL Expenses
Programs and Education

$1,709,943

Fundraising

$249,791

Administrative

$241,141

77.7%

TOTAL $2,200,875

11.3%

Program and Education Expenses

PROGRAMS/EDUCATION

ALL
Expenses

FUNDRAISING

11%

ADMINISTRATIVE

51.8%

General Education/Public Awareness

$885,236

Science

$275,586

Legal/Legislative

$303,643

Special Initiatives/Cooperative Efforts

$150,985

Student/Educator Outreach

GENERAL EDUCATION/
PUBLIC AWARENESS

$94,493

TOTAL $1,709,943

17.8%

LEGAL/LEGISLATIVE

Assets

16.1%
SCIENCE

Cash and Cash Equivalents

8.8%

SPECIAL INITIATIVES/
COOPERATIVE EFFORTS

5.5%

PROGRAM/
EDUCATION
Expenses

$352,277

Accounts Receivable

$27,245

Prepaid Expenses

$55,905

Accrued Interest Receivable

$1,429

Property and Equipment

STUDENT/EDUCATOR
OUTREACH

$26,467

TOTAL $463,323

BEFORE INVESTMENTS

Revenue

Liabilities and Net Assets

Funds from Operations

$948,027

Accrued Expenses & Accounts Payable

Non-operation Funds

$611,430

Accrued Vacation

Bequests and Legacies

$787,698

Grants Payable

$150,000

TOTAL $2,347,155

Total Liabilities

$177,011

Investments
Financial Instruments

$6,891,029

Restricted Investments

$265,709

TOTAL $7,156,738

$9,946
$17,065

Net Assets
Restricted: Special Project (Sanctuary Fund)

$448,614

Restricted: Investment

$265,709

Unrestricted

$6,728,727

Total Net Assets

$7,443,050

TOTAL $7,620,061

The financial statements have been audited by the accounting firm of Selden Fox, Ltd., and in their opinion, present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the
National Anti-Vivisection Society as of June 30, 2019. A complete audited financial statement can be found on the NAVS website at www.navs.org/financial-information.
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AND
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es
“Generalizing results from animal models to human
patients is a critical biomedical challenge. This
problem is a key cause of the large proportion of
failures encountered in moving therapeutics from
preclinical studies to clinical trials. Direct translation of
observations in rodents or nonhuman primates (NHPs)
to humans frequently disappoints, for reasons including
discrepancies in complexity and regulation between
species.”

The European Union requires its
member states to submit detailed
data on experimental animals, much
more detailed than the U.S. NAVS had
submitted a petition for rulemaking,
asking for the U.S. to collect more
detailed information, but our request
was denied.
Why is this important? According to
a spokesperson for the European
Commission, detailed data “allow us to
identify far more effectively where best
to target resources to help reduce the
number and suffering of animals.”
Abbott, A. “Animal-research data show effects of EU’s
tough regulations,” Nature, February 12, 2020.

Douglas Brubaker and Douglas Lauffenburger in “Translating preclinical
models to humans,” Science, February 14, 2020.

“Studies show as many as 25 percent of secondary
students object to dissection. A portion of those
suppress their qualms due to internal or external
pressure—and, for some, the experience may even
turn them away from science class or science careers
altogether.”
Nancy Averett in “High school dissections are a science class tradition. But are
they doing more harm than good.” Discover, January 27, 2020.

According to the most recent (2017)
EU animal use statistics:

>60%

of the animals used were mice

13%

were fish

12%

were rats

“We hope our demonstration that this level of
biomimicry is possible using organ chip
technology will garner even greater
interest from the pharmaceutical
industry so that animal testing
can be progressively reduced
over time.”
Dr. Donald Ingber in “Next generation of
organ-on-chip has arrived.” The Harvard
Gazette, January 27, 2020.

6%

were birds
The U.S. does not collect animal-use data
on these species.

45%

of animal use was for basic research

23%

for translational and applied research

23%

for regulatory use

5%

for routine manufacture of medical products

4%

for other purposes
The U.S. does not collect data on the purpose
of animal use.
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As we complete our 90th year of victories on behalf
of animals, NAVS is looking toward the future of
humane, human-relevant science. To that end, we are
undertaking an ambitious, multi-faceted action plan
aimed at dramatically furthering our mission to end
the exploitation of animals used in science.
NAVS’ Plan for Progress addresses three issues central
to our mission: nonhuman primates in research, dogs
in research and classroom dissection.
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NONHUMAN

PRIMATES
IN RESEARCH

DOGS
IN RESEARCH

The scientific community no longer uses chimpanzees
in research. This represents a huge victory—both for the
chimpanzees as well as for the animal protection movement. A
prime driver in achieving this result was the concerted effort of
many factions, including NAVS and fellow animal advocates,
scientists, and other experts whose voices changed the minds of
those who had once been committed to using chimpanzees.

We call them “man’s best friend,” yet dogs are still consistently
used in painful experiments and tests—often because of their
easy bond with humans. It’s one of the most heartbreaking
examples of the cruel way animals are exploited in the name of
science, and a true betrayal of the relationship we’ve fostered
with these animals over millennia.

However, in the years since that victory, NAVS has observed a
troubling trend: as the use of chimpanzees has wound down, the
use of other nonhuman primates has skyrocketed. In 2018, the
most recent year for which records are available, nearly 71,000
macaques, baboons, marmosets and other primates were used.
That same year, more than 35,000 additional primates were bred
and held “in reserve” to be used later. Today, nonhuman primates
account for close to 10% of all Animal Welfare Act-covered
animals used in science. And among the research community,
there is increasing interest in finding new ways and new
rationales to use even more primates.
To address this, NAVS is developing a new framework through
which the scientific community—and the public at large—
can explore the ethical ramifications of nonhuman primate
research—a necessary first step toward our goal of reversing
the trend toward increased use of nonhuman primates with an
eye toward eventually achieving for all nonhuman primates the
results currently enjoyed by chimpanzees.

Although the number of dogs used in research has declined
greatly since their peak use in the late 1970s, the most current
USDA statistics show that nearly 60,000 dogs were used for
“research, testing, teaching, or experimentation” in 2018, and
thousands more were held in captivity but not used. Many of
the dogs were used to test drugs for safety and effectiveness—
despite the fact that more than 90% of drugs that pass preclinical tests subsequently fail in human clinical trials. Using
dogs as human models is not only cruel, it’s faulty science.
To address this, NAVS is undertaking a campaign specifically
dedicated to reducing the number of dogs used in invasive
biomedical research, and, eventually, eliminating their use
altogether.
Much of the work being done with dogs is challenging
and time-consuming to uncover (and becoming more
so). However, numerous questions must still be answered,
including exactly what types of tests the dogs are currently
being used for, and what the goals of these tests are.
Understanding the tests that involve the greatest use of dogs
will help guide our decisions regarding identifying target areas
for research into the development of alternative methods.
It will also help us to identify areas of concentration for
legislative and policy change efforts.
Concurrent with these efforts into uncovering dog use data,
we will also be working to identify and curtail violations
of existing anti-cruelty laws and mandates by facilities that
currently use dogs. Information gathered over the course
of this program will also allow NAVS to actively pursue the
advancement of alternatives aimed at the development of
alternatives to the use of dogs in research.
Continued on page 14
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Although dissection is a deeply-rooted classroom tradition, the
practice is not necessary for teaching the life sciences. Not only do
alternatives cost less than animal dissection over the long-term,
but students who utilize humane alternatives to dissection actually
perform as well as or better than students who participate in
dissection exercises.
To date, 16 states and Washington, DC, have adopted student
choice policies or laws giving students the choice to opt out of
dissection. However, the practice is still far too prevalent.

CLASSROOM

DISSECTION

Discarded in many countries, the practice of animal dissection
in the classroom nonetheless remains—in the estimation of the
American educational establishment—the “gold standard” for the
study of biology in the United States. Though inklings of change
are suggested by some, most states lack laws or established policies
that permit students to opt-out of dissection without penalty or
embarrassment.
Perhaps more important, and a key driver in the perpetuation of
this line of thinking, is the fact that the standards published by
key educational organizations—notably the National Association
of Biology Teachers (NABT) and the National Science Teachers
Association (NSTA)—promote to their members the notion that
dissection is an indispensable aspect of a biology course. These
standards label alternatives only as a potentially helpful aid or
adjunct, but never as a full equivalent replacement to the use of
once-live animals.
NAVS has long sought to re-orient the educational community’s
commitment to dissection as a mandated element of student life.
However, our efforts are all-too-often met with resistance, as they
are seen as undue or unwanted attempts by “outsiders” to dictate
what is best to those whose business it supposedly is to know what
is best.

To achieve our goal, NAVS is working with educators and
educational experts in the field of biology and related areas.
Together, we are examining the desired learning outcomes of
traditional dissection, and then weighing the value of dissection
against that of alternatives, including the educational, financial and
environmental benefits of each method. This will allow us to clearly
demonstrate that the current course of action (animal dissection)
that is sanctioned and promoted by the NABT and NSTA is not
based on core educational values.
This information will then be disseminated amongst decisionmakers whose “buy-in” will drive the desired change. From there,
we will work with those decision-makers to see new standards
developed, adopted and implemented in biology classrooms which
recognize the equivalence or superiority of dissection alternatives.

Our Plan for Progress is ambitious, and our goals are
lofty. But they are in the service of what is right—for
humans and for animals. And together we are moving
forward. Poll after poll shows that an increasing
number of Americans disapprove of animal testing.
Because of you, we are changing hearts and minds.
And we are building a world where animals are
respected and protected from cruel and unnecessary
scientific experiments.

The goal of replacing the outdated use of animal dissection with
superior alternative methods can only be achieved if the key players
in this field are persuaded that doing so is the best course of action.
We are fighting a mindset—and until that mindset changes, true
progress will continue to be stymied.
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MAKING SENSE OF U.S. GOVERNMENT
ANIMAL USE

NUMB3RS

The long-awaited report by the United
States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) outlining the most recent
information regarding the number of Animal
Welfare Act (AWA)-covered animals used by
USDA licensees was just released.
The report revealed some upsetting
information: the total number of animals used
in 2018 increased 6% from 2017. According
to the report, 780,070 AWA-covered animals
were used in 2018, up from 738,181 the
previous year.
The report shows that most categories of
animal use increased from 2017 to 2018. Use
of “all other covered species” increased the
most, at 31%. This vague grouping refers to all
AWA species not separately mentioned in the
annual report. This category likely now also
contains numbers for “other farm animals,”
a grouping that was previously singled out
in annual reports but is no longer listed as a
separate category in the updated versions of
the reports.
The use of primates showed the second largest
increase since 2017 (12%), followed by rabbits
(11%), and dogs, cats and pigs, each with a 4%
increase. Three groups of animals showed a
decrease in use from 2017 to 2018: hamsters
(-17%), guinea pigs (-6%) and sheep (-1%).
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The report also revealed that approximately
60.4% of animals were used in procedures
in which no pain was involved; 32.4% in
painful procedures in which pain drugs were
administered; and 7.2% in painful procedures
in which pain drugs were not administered.
These figures reflect a very similar distribution
of animal use observed in past years.
While we welcome the release of this
information, it is important to note that these
statistics represent a very incomplete picture
of animal use in this country, as they do not
account for the estimated 95% of all animals
used in research, including mice and rats. And
importantly, the report makes no mention
of how animals are being used in this country
(i.e. the purpose of the research).
More meaningful information on animal
use is essential to improving animal welfare
and promoting advancements in science.
NAVS has long argued that increased
transparency regarding this information
would enable a constructive discussion on
how well the 3R’s—reduction, refinement
and replacement—of animal use are being

implemented in this country. Unfortunately,
our request for annual reports to contain
this additional information—a request that
APHIS sat on for several years before finally
responding—has been denied by the agency.
We remain undaunted, however. It is clear
that animal advocates have more work to do
to reverse this upward trend in animal use—
and we are ready to do our part.
Today, NAVS is taking steps aimed
at outlining the ethical ramifications of
nonhuman primate research. This is a
necessary first step toward reversing the trend
of increased use of these animals. We are
also conducting our own efforts to uncover
more detailed information about dog use that
animal advocates have long been hoping to
see from APHIS. This information will help
us identify target areas for funding research
into the development of alternative methods,
which we hope will ultimately lead to an end
of the use of these animals in research.
To learn more about how NAVS is working
to combat and reverse these animal use
trends, read “The Plan for Progress,”
starting on page 12 of this issue of
Animal Action.
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The NAVS Sanctuary Fund is a lifeline to animal rescues, shelters and
sanctuaries who find themselves in desperate need of emergency financial
assistance. Since 1998, NAVS has awarded more than $1.3 million to help
animals at hundreds of organizations across the United States.
Meet some of the latest animals who have overcome tremendous obstacles
thanks to your support of this life-saving program.

When Catman2, a recently opened, no-kill, cage-free sanctuary, reached out
to the NAVS Sanctuary Fund for help with ISAIAH, a nearly one-year-old
kitten who needed immediate corrective surgery due to a rare birth defect,
we stepped in and helped to cover the cost of the surgery and recovery.
Isaiah recently has been adopted into his forever home!

ISAIAH

ANNA

ELSA

LEMON
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OLAF

Ramapo-Bergen Animal Refuge has helped hundreds of dogs and cats
over the years. And recently, the NAVS Sanctuary Fund helped write happy
endings for four of their animals. When they asked for our help regarding
LEMON, the Sanctuary Fund helped defray the cost of immediate medical
care and the extensive hospital stay that she needed. Lemon is recovering
nicely and was recently able to remove her cone!
Then, three 8-week-old pit bull puppies, ANNA, ELSA, and OLAF, fell ill with
parvo virus, requiring extensive—and expensive—medical care. But with
the help of another NAVS Sanctuary Fund grant, Rampao-Bergen was able
to get the pups the care that was needed to save their lives. We are pleased
to report that all three puppies are healthy and happy and have been placed
with new loving forever families!

4/7/20 12:06 PM

