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Agency Pledge
The CDC has made no official 
pledge to replace animal 
testing and research with 
human-relevant methods and 
models. NAVS will push for 
such a pledge. 

Centers for Disease Control

November 2025
CDC ends monkey 
testing
The agency directed 
its researchers to end 
all research involving 
monkeys by the end  
of 2025.

9/21/2026

Report of progress
A Health and Human 
Services press release 
reported that the CDC is 
reducing its laboratory 
animal colony, 
applying additional 
review to proposed 
animal research, and 
conducting more than 
a dozen studies using 
non-animal approaches. 

6/20/2026
CDC advances plan 
to retire research 
monkeys
The CDC initiated a 
competitive solicitation 
limited to Global 
Federation of Animal 
Sanctuaries (GFAS)-
accredited sanctuaries 
to identify a long-term 
home for approximately 
160 retired research 
macaques. Through 
the solicitation, the 
agency reaffirmed its 
commitment to retiring 
the monkeys to sanctuary 
rather than returning 
them to research.



Where CDC Progress Falls Short 
•  CDC has not disclosed how many animals have 

been removed from its laboratory colony, which 
species are affected, or whether reductions reflect 
permanent changes in research practices.

•	 Sanctuary retirement remains unconfirmed. CDC 
continues to pursue permanent sanctuary placement 
for its monkeys. 

•	 CDC reports more than a dozen studies using NAMs 
but has not explained which animal studies these 
methods replace or how much animal use they avoid.

•	 CDC has not publicly outlined a comprehensive 
timetable and measurable targets for replacing animal 
research across species, including mice and rats.
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How NAVS is Helping the CDC Move Away from Animal Use 
• Promoting transparency and accountability: NAVS has submitted a FOIA request to obtain information on 

the CDC’s implementation of its primate phase-out, including the disposition of animals, helping ensure the 
agency follows through on its commitment. The FOIA request is pending.   

• Sanctuary grants: Through our Animal Sanctuary Assistance Program (ASAP), NAVS helps build capacity at 
accredited sanctuaries to receive and care for monkeys that are no longer being used in research and testing.  

•	Support through policy change: NAVS’ support for the Captive Primate Safety Act would reduce pet primate 
surrenders, freeing up sanctuary space to receive nonhuman primates retired from the CDC and other 
government funded research. 

•	Shifting federal investment: NAVS advocates for funding decisions that prioritize NAMs development, 
training, and regulatory science over maintaining animal-based systems.



